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WASHINGTON (AP) — There are more men
than women in developing countries. Now, that
can be bad for men, but it can be even worse for
women in an era when they're closing the
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gender gap in many areas of education, public
health, political power and economic
participation. According to a new Oxfam
report, lower rates of nutrition among girls due
to more gender-based violence, early marriage
and lack of access to education than boys are
compounding the gap. In addition, wealthier
countries have the best child nutrition, followed
by middle-income countries and poorer ones.
And for half of the world's developing
countries, the percentage of their populations
living in poverty — and therefore the percentage
of young children and pregnant women getting
enough to eat and nutrients needed for healthy
child development — is higher than it is for rich
countries. That has consequences for women,
who make up more than half the world's
population and contribute more than half of
human capital. "Women are half the world's
population and we know how to care for our
families," said Oxfam America CEO Margaret
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Lewan. "When a mother is healthy and
educated, her children do better, too." Girls are
13 times more likely than boys to die from
measles, and three to five times more likely to
die from diarrhea and pneumonia, according to
the report by the international aid group. More
than a quarter of deaths of girls and women in
the poorest countries of 1cb139a0ed
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